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SUB J : NEW PARLIAMENTARY SESSION OPENS 

1 . THE NEW PARLIAMENT, WHOSE MEMBERS WERE ELECTED ON NOVEMBER 
20, HELD ITS FIRST MEETING ON DECEMBER 12. THE MORNING SESSION 

WAS DEVOTED TO A RELIGIOUS CEREMONY FOLLOWED BY THE SWEARING IN 
OF THE 300 DEPUTIES (WITH THE TWO MUSLIM. OR TURKISH MINORITY, 
DEPUTIES— ONE FROM PASOK AND THE OTHER FROM THE NEW CAMP PARTY- 
TAKING THEIR OATH ON THE KORAN). ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE PARLIAMENT WAS THE ONLY ORDER OF BUSINESS DURING THE 
EVENING SESSION. THE PARLIAMENT S TWO VICE PRESIDENTS AND 
OTHER OFFICERS WILL BE ELECTED LATER TODAY. PRIME MINISTER 
CARAMANLIS WILL MAKE HIS NEW GOVERNMENT'S POLICY STATEMENT 
TOMORROW EVENING AND WILL BE FOLLOWED BY STATEMENTS BY PRINCI- 
PAL OPPOSITION LEADER PAPANDREOU AND OTHER PARTY SPOKESMEN ON 
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY. IT IS NOW ESTIMATED THAT THE VOTE OF 
CONFIDENCE IN THE NEW GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE PLACE VERY 
LATE ON FRIDAY OR EARLY ON SATURDAY (RATHER THAN ON 
SUNDAY AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED). 

2. NEW DEMOCRACY (ND) DEPUTY DIMITRIOUS PAPASPYROU WAS 
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ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE PARLIAMENT BY A VOTE OF 157 
VERSUS 93 FOR THE PANHELLENIC SOCIALIST MOVEMENT (PASOK) 
CANDIDATE. THE FACT THAT 14 ND DEPUTIES DID NOT VOTE 
FOR THE PARTY'S CANDIDATE CAME AS A MILD SURPRISE, 

ALTHOUGH IT HAD BEEN EXPECTED THAT THERE MIGHT BE SOME 
DEFECTIONS. 
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3. IN ADDITION TO THE 93 VOTES CAST FOR THE PASOK 
CANDIDATE, 36 BLANK BALLOTS WERE CAST, ONE WENT TO 
ANOTHER ND DEPUTY, THREE WERE INVALIDATED AND TEN 
DEPUTIES WERE ABSENT (INCLUDING ALL FIVE NEW CAMP 
DEPUTIES WHO WALKED OUT). THERE HAS BEEN WIDE SPECULATION AS 
TO WHY ND PARTY SOLIDARITY WAS BROKEN. SOME INTERPRET IT AS AN 
EXPRESSION OF UNHAPPINESS OVER THE MANNER IN WHICH 75- 
YEAR-OLD PAPASPYROU WAS SELECTED, I.E., WITHOUT CON- 
SULTATION WITH THE ND PARLIAMENTARY MEMBERSHIP, OR 

WITH PAPASPYROU HIMSELF (GIVEN HIS EARLIER CENTER UNION 
AFFILIATION). OTHERS SUGGEST THAT THERE WAS AN ELEMENT OF PIQUE ON 
THE PARTOF THOSE WHO THOUGHT CARAMANLIS WOULD APPOINT THEM TO 
HIS CABINET, ONLY TO BE DISAPPOINTED. 

4. AN "APOSTATE" WHO LEFT THE CENTER UNION PARTY IN 
1965 AND SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF THE LAST PARLIAMENT 
BEFOE THE JUNTA (1965-1967), PAPASPYROU WAS AN OUT- 
SPOKEN OPPONENT OF THE SEVEN-YEAR MILITARY DICTATORSHIP. 

FOR WHICH HE IS WIDELY RESPECTED. FIRST ELECTED 

TO PARLIAMENT IN 1950. AND REPEATEDLY EVER SINCE, HE WAS 
IDENTIFIED WITH GEORGE PAPANDREOU AND THE CENTER UNION 
PARTY DURING THE SIXTIES AND HELD SEVERAL MINISTERIAL 
POSTS IN PAPANDREOU'S GOVERNMENTS. A LAWYER BY PRO- 
FESSION, HE HAS VISITED THE U.S. SEVERAL TIMES, MOST 
RECENTLY IN 1976 AS HEAD OF A SPECIAL PARLIAMENTARY 
DELEGATION INVITED TO THE U.S. UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL 
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VISITORS PROGRAM. (IN 1972 PAPASPYROU APPEARED BEFORE 
THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON EUROPE OF THE HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE TO TESTIFY ON THE SITUATION IN GREECE.) 

5. COMMENT: CARAMANLIS SUPPORTERS TEND TO DOWNPLAY 
THIS BREACH IN ND UNITY, POINTING OUT THAT IT REFLECTED 
PERSONAL GRIEVANCES OR STEMMED FROM OTHER CAUSES WITHOUT 
POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE. IN ANY CASE, THE FIRST REAL TEST AS TO 
WHETHER CARAMANLIS HAS A PROBLEM WITH PARTY DISCIPLINE WILL COME 
WITH THE VOTE OF CONFIDENCE LATER THIS WEEK. 
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